been defined as: the ethical period ; the second period of the metaphysician Nietzsche; the physiologic-aesthetic-neo-Dionysean period; the optimistic period. It comprises the years 1883-1888 and the books from " Zarathustra" to "Will to Power."
By the help of these terms we may now to some extent succeed in tracing the path Nietzsche followed.
During the time of his studies and in the beginning of his professorship, philology was Nietzsche's main pursuit. We find in his posthumous works written during this time only some philosophical notes, which are without any very great importance. Then philology began to lose her hold on Nietzsche, and sesthetical-historical philosophy took her place, and he was especially ruled by the ideas of Schopenhauer, The philologist, steeped in classic antiquity, knew all the grandeur of the ancient culture. And the artist within him was even more desirous of going back to those days. The world of G-reece was the Elysium for which he strove. With Schiller he mourned "Beauteous World, where art thou gone ? 0, thou Nature's blooming youth, return once more." The philological historian allied with the artist, created his first books, " The Birth of Tragedy," and " Unseasonable Contemplations."
Here he gives us an apotheosis of his ideal of true Culture, which was to be Hellenism and Wagnerism wedded and tempered with a reasonable Schopenhauerism. Hichter even says: " The problem of culture is the central problem round which Nietzsche's thoughts circle at this time." These five books are the ones which are specially akin to the English spirit. It is in our opinion an advantage of English education, that it rather neglects abstract learning in order to attain an all-round culture. This aim, and the necessity at present of picturing " the real man " to all, and of insisting upon vitality as the indispensable characteristic of true culture, is all set forth in these books. A certain mystic under-current is easily detected in this